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a hope to Buckingham that he might be " wholly devoted
to the contemplation of his excellencies ". But in the next
year, when he saw, as he said, " our honour ruined, our
ships sunk, our men perished, not by the sword, not by the
enemy, not by chance, but by those we trust", his indig-
nation knew no bounds. In a speech of wonderful power he
applied to Buckingham the words in which Tacitus char-
acterized Sejanus1: Sui obtegens, in alias criminator; jitxta
adulatio et superbia. " If he is Sejanus, I must be Tiberius,**
was Charles's comment on this comparison, and he never
forgave Eliot as a consequence. Buckingham's impeachment
led Charles to dissolve the second Parliament.

The third Parliament met two years later, in 162R. Charles
was needlessly rude in his first speech. If the Parliament did
not supply his wants, he must, he said, use all means which
God had put into his hands, " Take not this as a threat,"
he added, " for I scorn to threaten any but my equals."
This was an unpromising beginning; but Parliament had
more important causes of dissatisfaction than the King's
speech. The Rhe expedition had failed (p* 430), Parliament
was still nervous about religion. Moreover, the King had
recently levied a forced loan. But this was not aiL Five
The knights had refused to pay the forced loan, and Haiti been
Knights imprisoned. When brought up in a court of law, the justi-
fication for their imprisonment had been given as M the
special command of the King ". The Crown lawyers argued
before the judges that the King must have, for the safety
of the State, the power to commit people to, and to keep
them in, prison without trial That is true enough; but the
danger was, as it has been well said, that the King was mak-
ing the medicine of the constitution its daily food. More-
over, the knights' lawyers held that such a power as the
King claimed was plainly contrary to an Englishman's
liberty and to Magna Carta, The judges before whom the
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